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is unusually stodgy/* she said; " do eat your breakfast first/*
He insisted on seeing the paper, because he had to finish a
piece of assaying before going to London, and would &ot
be able to read it except during breakfast. " He read the
whole thing, meditatively buttering and eating &s toast the
while* I supplied him with marmalade, and turned over the
folded paper for him so that he could read more easily. He
made no remark at all till he had finished breakfast, and care-
fully clipped the end off his cigar; then, with a smile, he
tossed the paper at me, saying, * Now for that assaying I
didn't finish* Wouldn't you hide your head with shame if
your King were so stupid as that, my Queen ?* He spent
the morning at his crucibles, and was with difficulty persuaded
to go up to the House of Commons* When he returned that
evening he spent his time weighing the infinitesimal specks
of his morning's extraction of gold with the utmost accuracy/'
This account considerably differs from that given by Mr*
Barry O'Brien in the Life, for, according to him, Parnell did
not see the letter in The Times until he reached the House,
where he was asked by Mr* Harrington if he had seen it, and
replied that he had not* The discrepancy may have been
due to lapse of memory on the part of Mr* O'Brien's informant
or to a misunderstanding of what he said by Mr* O'Brien/
but we have to remember that Parnell was sometimes un-
truthful in a pointless way* Dr* Mullen gives an odd instance
of his mendacity in The Story of a Toiler's Life when he tells
how Parnell palpably lied to him about a telegram, although
there was no reason on earth why he should have lied about
it* It is more probable, however, that his craving for mystery
made him reluctant to admit that he had already seen the
letter, or that he may have been afraid to let Mr* Harrington
know where he had seen it* It is a small matter, of no par-
ticular consequence, except that it shows the difficulty a
biographer has in ascertaining facts about Parnell. Mr*
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